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EDITORIAL 



The decision of the North Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools not to participate further in the meetings of 
The Passing of ^ ie National Conference on Uniform Entrance 
the National Requirements in English or to send a representative 
Conference £ take part in the deliberations of the College 
Entrance Examination Board will occasion no surprise on the 
part of those who have been following the trend of education. 
A new and immensely broader and more complex conception 
of the functions of schools and colleges has developed. Education 
has at last become essentially democratic and is no longer regarded 
as the peculiar birthright of the professional classes, but is adapted 
to the needs of all. 

In view of these fundamental changes no surprise need be 
occasioned by the recent action of the North Central Association. 
Those who regard human life as static expect educational machinery 
once valuable to persist in the face of changed conditions. All 
others assume change. Only fifteen per cent of the students who 
enter college now do so by passing entrance examinations. The 
transition from high school to college is managed for the most part 
in a manner similar to that which is followed in articulating the 
elementary schools with the high schools. The schools themselves 
are standardized and each school made the judge of its own product. 
Until more convincing facts are adduced to overthrow it than have 
so far been marshaled, the mass of informed opinions will continue 
to favor this practice. Even the examining colleges admit students 
to their graduate schools on this basis. 

Doubtless conferences of schools and colleges interested in the 
examination system will continue to be held from time to time. 
They cannot, however, well be called national conferences, inas- 
much as far more than half of the high-school and college population 
of the country will be without representation. The North Central 
territory alone is said to contain fifty-five per cent of that popula- 
tion, and beyond the Rockies are the coast states, which have never 
been represented at all. Thus another milestone is passed. 
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